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TRACKING YOUR PRODUCE 
FOR YOUR FARM/BUSINESS

1. Quick Overview of GAP

2. Traceability
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GOOD AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES 
(GAP)

Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) audit/certification 
focuses on good agricultural practices used in 
growing, harvesting, packing, and storage of fruits 
and vegetables to reduce the risks of microbial food 
safety hazards.
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Good Agricultural Practices (GAP)

This type of audit is being conducted throughout the United 

States and other countries. 

The auditors verify farm practices being used on the farm to 

reduce the risk of microbial contamination of produce. 

This type of audit is a snap shot in time. 

Some certification agencies will do announced and un-announced 

audits to verify farms are following the standard operating 

procedures set forth in  your farm plan.
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GAP

Know your farm plan and the requirements of the audit you 

are seeking.

Include in your plan the name of the person in charge of 

GAP on your farm.

Document...Document...Document.
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GAP

Contact a GAP certification agency if you are planning to have an 

audit. Or if your buyer has requested as a condition of sale.

Various certification agencies with similar audits, but they are not 

the same. 

Review the requirements of the certification/auditing firm.
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GAP

Compare to your (Organic)Farm Plan

Have you met the requirements for GAP?

What do you need to add? modify? 

Contact your Organic Certification Agency if you plan 

on making changes to your organic farm plan!
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GAP and Traceability

Good Agricultural 

Practices and Organic 

Certification  includes 

traceability.
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Traceability
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What is Traceability?

Traceability in produce means the ability 

to trace back using electronic or 

handwritten documentation throughout 

the production chain. 
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What is Traceability?

For a farmer it means the ability to trace 

produce back to the farm, field or block, 

crew, date harvested, date shipped, 

receiver, etc. using his/her records.

One step back 

One step forward 
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Tags ......Labels..... Shipping 

documents.....
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Traceability

Your farm is unique! 

You can keep it simple or complex. 

Electronic or hand written.

You may or may not be GAP certified.

Implement traceability on your farm. 
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Basics for Traceability

Give blocks, fields, farms a unique ID

Track dates of harvest in field

Add date of harvest + farm/field/block = ID for cartons 

containers leaving the field.

Track dates shipped and to whom.

Keep complete records which include all the above will allow you 

to traceback should a food safety outbreak occur.

Be organized
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Traceability 

Always include a invoice, delivery form, whatever you use with 

each shipment leaving the farm.

Farm/Grower

Date of Shipment

Harvest Date

Crop

Number of containers

Block/Field/Farm ID
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Examples of documents 

The following three templates were created by Vicki 

Morrone , Outreach Specialist for Organic Production, 

and Mark Coe, Farm Manager to help simplify the 

traceability process for the farmer.
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What must you do ?
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Unique ID for marking 
containers

Containers should be marked to uniquely identify: 

Farm

Field or Block

Date Harvested (Log and invoice will show shipped date)



Markings?
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labeling/ marking cartons for 

Traceability

Billôs Farm shipped 22 cartons of zucchini  harvested 

on 8/28/11 from the home farm to a buyer. The 

cartons were a generic carton. You need to include in 

the code the identify of farm, field, date harvested.

What could the code be?
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labeling/ marking cartons for 

Traceability 

BF11HF828

My code says Billôs Farm 2011 Home 

Farm harvested on August 28.
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Logs and other documents for 

Traceability

You log and invoice or shipping document will 

provide all the additional info you need for your 

traceability system.


