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Welcome to the webinar!

ÅThe webinar will start at the top of the hour. 

ÅFind a handout of the slides ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƘŀƴŘƻǳǘǎέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
Gotowebinarcontrol panel.

ÅTo type in a question, use the question box on your control panel. 

ÅThe webinar is being recorded and you can find it in our archive within the 
next 2 weeks at http:// www.extension.org/pages/25242and on the 
eOrganicYouTube channel, along with the other webinars in this series!

Advancing the ethical development and stewardship 

of the genetic resources of agricultural seed

www.seedalliance.org

Seed Quality, Harvesting 

Techniques and Equipment

Micaela Colley and Laurie McKenzie, Organic Seed Alliance

Keith Kisler, Finnriver Farm & Cidery

Sam McCullough, Nashôs Organic Produce
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Todayõs Webinar: 

Harvesting your seed crop

ÅWhen to harvest - Assessing 

maturity

ÅHow to harvest ïCrop type, scale, 

equipment, conditions

ÅWhat to do after harvest - Post-

harvest drying and handling
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Seed Drop and Harvest

Seeds that Shoot

Seed Held in 

Head

Seed Held in on Stalk or in Pod

Seed Held in Bracts
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Wind Blown Seed

Seed Dropped when Mature Seed in Fruit
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Seed Shattering Influences Harvest

Family Crop Degree of Shattering

Asteraceae Lettuce Significant

Alliaceae Onion Significant

Apiaceae Carrot Moderate

Brassicaceae Broccoli/Cabbage/Kale Moderate

Amaranthaceae Beet/Spinach/Chard Minimal

Fabaceae Bean/Pea Minimal

Poaceae Corn None

Cucurbitaceae Squash/Melon/Cucumber None

Solanaceae Tomato/Pepper/Eggplant None
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Preparing To Harvest: When To Stop 

Watering
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Timing The Harvest 
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