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Pests of Sweet Potato 

• Insect pests primarily reduce yield and quality  

• Primarily the insect pests are two types 

1. Foliar Insects 

2. Soil borne Insects (Root)* 

Sweet Potato Foliage Feeding Insects:  

• Horn worm 

• Army Worms 

• Beetles 

• Loopers  

• White flies  

• Aphids 

• Thrips  

• Cutworms  
 

Sweet Potato Soil Insects 

• Weevils- White fringed beetles 

• White grubs 

• Wireworms 

• Flea beetles 
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Horn worm  
 

  
Source: hawaiinaturejournal.weebly.com 

Army worm (beet army worm) 

      
 (Source: keys.lucid.central.org)                               (Source: keys.lucid.central.org) 

Beetles (Source: keys.lucid.central.org) 

       
 
 Tortoise shell beetle  Green Tortoise beetle  Shell & Damage  
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Looper       Whiteflies  
 

 
Source: organicgardeninfo.com                                     Source: alamy.com  
 
Aphids       Thrips 
 

  
Source: sweethomenews.wordpress.com        Source: ozthrips.org 
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White fringed beetle    White grubs 

 

      
(Source: keys.lucid.central.org)                                                     (Source: keys.lucid.central.org) 

Wireworms 

    
Source: waltereeves.com   Source: missouribotanicalgarden.org 
 

 
Source: extension.uga.edu  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiG9oCDgaTcAhUOMawKHReZBE8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/sweetpotato/key/Sweetpotato%20Diagnotes/Media/Html/TheProblems/Pest-Root%26StemInsects/WhiteGrub/white%20grub.htm&psig=AOvVaw257PX09fY7cWKKNuDFXq34&ust=1531843802068937
https://keys.lucidcentral.org/keys/sweetpotato/key/Sweetpotato%20Diagnotes/Media/Html/TheProblems/Pest-Root&StemInsects/WhiteGrub/WhiteGrub.jpg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjvz8bhgaTcAhUBPK0KHbE-BYkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.walterreeves.com/gardening-q-and-a/sweet-potato-wireworm-damage/&psig=AOvVaw3UJVb4_I1yLl4kZ4lIsqzi&ust=1531844008972392
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiC1MP5gaTcAhUDL6wKHSx2AvIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/help-for-the-home-gardener/advice-tips-resources/pests-and-problems/insects/beetles/wireworms.aspx&psig=AOvVaw3UJVb4_I1yLl4kZ4lIsqzi&ust=1531844008972392

